Avrig

Valuable Resource of Excellence and Competitivity within the Integrated Development

The policy context of Avrig:

The Local Development Strategy of Avrig represents the framework for sustainable  development that supports the involvement of Avrig in the Interreg IV C programme, The strategic objectives and priorities of the strategy  fits the ones of the Interreg IV C. The Local Development Strategy of Avrig also integrates within the Regional and National Development Strategies.

Here are some of the objectives and priorities of  the Local Development Strategy:

1. Objective: Stimulation of the sectors with potential of development and competitivity growth;
1.1.Priority:Stimulation of the sustainable investment; 

1.2.Priority:Stimulation of the small enterprises;

                         1.3.Priority: Support and development of the tourism;

                   2.Objective:Development of the human resources and social services

              2.1.Priority: Support of the educational system  

              2.2.Priority: Growth of the employment rate

              2.3.Priority: Development of the social services

        3. Objective: Development of the basic infrastructure 
3.1.Priority: Development and energy infrastructure;             

3.2.Priority: Territory arrangement; 

               3.3.Priority: Waste products management;              

   3.4.Priority: Nature preservation. 


Location of the town of Avrig: 
Avrig is located within the so-called Transylvania Triangle of traditional Saxon villages, located between Sibiu, Brasov and Sighisoara. It is also near the Transfagarasan mountain pass, a road which crosses the mountains at a height of 2,000m, and one of Romania's top mountain tourist locations.
With a population of 14,259, Avrig is a relatively small town, with 4 suburbs: Mirsa, Bradu, Săcădate and Glâmboaca, spread over a rather large area (133 km²). It is located in the county of Sibiu and positioned directly north of Romania's biggest mountain range, the Fagaras, in the depression with the same name, at an altitude of 350 m, on the left side on the terrace of the Olt River. The town has access at the national motorway DN1.  
Avrig's administrative area includes over 11,000 hectares of forest and an important hydrographic network.  

Avrig is situated in the Sibiu County which is considered one of the most attractive counties in Romania. Sibiu city (about 25km north of Avrig) was named European Capital of Culture in 2007 and is one of Romania's most popular foreign tourist destinations, as well as a thriving industrial location (thanks to the influx of new investment capital). 
Cultural heritage potential:
· Avrig is full of history. Here, many personalities such as writers and ministers were born.
The most important one is Gheorghe Lazar ( 5.06.1779-17.09.1821). He founded the     first school in the Romanian language- as the official language- in Bucharest. His memorial house can be seen in Avrig. He was buried in the yard of the Orthodox Church in Avrig. His statue can be admired in the centre of the town.
· The Orthodox Church named the “Florii Sunday” was built in the XVIIIth century.
· The Evangelic Church was built in the XIIIrd century as a Roman Basilic. 
· The Museum of Avrig was opened in 1971. It exhibits ethnographic pieces belonging to the folklore art of Avrig. 
· The “Samuel von Brukenthal” Palace-the summer residence of the Baron Samuel von Brukenthal (1721-1803), the Governor of Transylvania(www.brukenthal.ro)- was built between 1780 and 1785 having as model the Schönbrunn Palace in Vien. Firstly built in 1771 for the General  Bukow, later on, the residence passed under the property of the Baron of Brukenthal who finishes the building as it can been seen nowadays. The biggest site built in the Baroque style, this unity in the architectural and spiritual diversity, is structured as follows: 
1.the park(15.5 ha) -built in both the baroque, rococo style (1758 – 1775) consisting of: the yard of the palace, the Italian/French Garden, the pheasant Garden, the Dutch Garden and the classicism,  romanticism style  ( 1775) consisting of: the English Garden and the picturesque garden;
2. the orangeries with 2 buildings having 862 m²; 
3. the proper residence structured on 3 wings has 1,472 m²; 
 Energy available potential:

1. the resources for the production of the renewable energy:

· The Avrig glacial lake is at an altitude of 2,011 m, with a surface of 1.47 ha and a depth of 4.5 m.
· The Olt river is one of the most important river having a length of 12 km. All the streams from the mountains and the hills on the left side flow in the Olt river. 
· The Avrig river springs from the glacial lake with the same name and flows into the Olt.
· The available biomass;
· The solar energy;
· The photovoltaic boards;
2. over 11,000 ha of forest
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